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Schematic Design Narrative 

 

 

The following narrative illustrates the design strategy, process, and direction for Holy Trinity 

Church Facilities in Ft. Dodge, Iowa. Just as the parish is united by faith, so too will the new 

construction connect all of the Catholic communities of Webster County together in one 

worship site. With the help of the committee and parish, BVH aims to develop a design that can 

ultimately celebrate discipleship, worship, stewardship, and Christ’s love. 

To accomplish this task, BVH consulted with the committee in regular meetings. Furthermore, 

we reached out to the parish community with surveys to understand as many needs and wants as 

possible. Finally, we used this information to set goals and requirements for the architectural 

program so that we could begin to develop a design direction. As architects, we first need to 

consider the ‘building blocks’ of design including scale, orientation, functionality, and the 

relationships between building components. Successfully designing these base components 

guides us to think more about details and finishes at a later time. This foundational strategy gets 

us one step closer to finally developing a space that will embrace spiritual enrichment.  
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Site and Orientation 

The orientation of the building is a result of the combination of factors: existing site conditions, 

views, axis, accessibility, and function. There is a natural axis on the site that extends from St. 

Edmond School in the west to Martin Luther King Drive in the east. The layout of the structure 

conforms to this axis and celebrates the Catholic tradition of facing the sanctuary to the east. 

The ground level also rises a few feet on the eastern portion of the site where the sanctuary sits, 

which physically lifts this space up, exposing it to many views around the area. 

Parking and Access 

Access was a critical component to the design. Multiple entrances to the parking lots prevent the 

congestion of vehicles and gives people plenty of options to enter no matter what direction they 

come from. The new parking also runs east to west along the north portion of the building 

which makes it a short walk to the church regardless of where they park. A covered drop off 

point is also available with ramps and handicap parking close by. The new construction also 

connects directly to the school. Students and school staff can now go directly to services without 

going outside offering comfort and security.  

 Plan Layout 

In this schematic phase of design, a plan is thought of as a ‘hard’ diagram. This gives us the 

chance to adjust as we think further about liturgical movement and sacramental activity, as well 

as sizes, heights, and adjacencies of spaces so that we can understand the building as a whole.  

Central to the facility plan is the outdoor courtyard.  It is a traditional means of organizing the 

plan and gathering the congregation together on the way to worship, and to socialize after.  It is 

central to the activities of the entire campus, and creates an ‘outdoor room’ to support liturgical 

action, as well as social activities.  Amenities may include masonry paving patterns, landscape 

areas, seating, statuary, and devotional prayer spaces.  In the center is an opportunity for a major 

fountain, statue or a spot for the new fire of the Easter Triduum.  

Along the central axis to the east is the main entry to the church, wherein one gathers with 

others in the large narthex. Continuing on the axis is the nave entry and then the sanctuary, altar, 

reredos with the tabernacle, and eventually the Daily Mass chapel.   
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To the west of the courtyard the axis falls on a main corridor betwee the administrative office 

space and a large social hall.  The office area supports the functions of the parish, and some of 

the school.  Physical and visual connection to the courtyard and church entry offers security 

control, and easy access to the hall, school, and church, as well as the support space along the 

south indoor corridor along the courtyard. 

 

Furthermore, the plan works as a tool to estimate building costs based on room sizes and 

functions. We estimate the building cost per square foot based on past experience and data, the 

level of finish, and other factors. Since the construction market is always in flux, these estimates 

will continuously be refined until the design is completed and the drawings are submitted for 

bidding and pricing. 

 Interior and Exterior Finishes 

We developed interior and exterior views based on input of the building committee and 

parishioners to provide a general feel for the aesthetic direction. The exterior illustrates the 

desire for natural materials of quality, like brick and stone.  The colors of the masonry will relate 

to the adjacent school, giving the site a sense of campus unity. The Holy Trinity is exemplified in 

the architectural elements including three towers and three entrance points at the narthex.  

For interior development of the church, this concept of using elements in groups of three would 

also be introduced on the interior lighting fixtures, reredos, and wood details.  The interior will 

feature warm, natural materials such as wood, masonry, stone, and natural light. The windows 

will be designed with stained glass in mind, be they installed initially or in the future.  The focus 

of the interior will follow liturgical and sacramental function as well as visual clarity.  Acoustics 

for music as well as the spoken word will be a major design factor.  All of these factors will 

support worship and Divine inspiration for all who enter the church.  

Finishes in the administrative offices, social hall, and other support spaces will be low-

maintenance, efficient and durable, while maintaining the quality levels expected. Tile floors in 

traffic areas, carpet in office space, light colored walls with wood doors and trim are the 

intention for finishes in these areas. 

Defining exact finishes at this stage is premature, due to the amount of factors that will affect 

material choices down the road including price, product availability, constructability, and other 
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aesthetic determinants.  Choices at the right time will be based on the directional concepts above. 

Also, decisions on details like paint colors, wood types, masonry styles, liturgical furnishings, 

seating, and how or what we use of artifacts from the existing churches is yet to be investigated.  

 

After Schematics: Design Development 

The next step for this project is design development wherein we will refine the schematic design, 

update the cost estimate, and develop details of architecture, structure, mechanical and electrical 

systems, lighting, acoustics, and furnishings. Please refer to the drawings provided to the Parish 

Office for more images on the current design.  BVH Architects appreciate the opportunity to 

work with parishioners to develop this project and work towards creating a space that fulfills the 

mission of Holy Trinity Parish. 

 




